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The goal of this review article is to better understand the function of
forensic medicine in Jordan's criminal justice system. The study
demonstrated what forensic medicine entails and how it relates to
Jordanian legislation and court procedures, as well as the judge's
discretionary right to take forensic reports, particularly in the case
of murders; the study came to a satisfactory conclusion.

1. Introduction

As Forensic medicine plays a key role in
identifying the crime and its repercussions. There
is an influence on research methods and fact-
conditioning in this manner. Injuries, deaths, and
sexual crimes are all examples of this. Forensic
medicine has a practical and technical role to play
when the investigation fails to reveal the reasons
and perpetrators of odd crimes. These places are
searched and investigated in an effort to find the
evidence that supports it. The accused is either
convicted or acquitted of the charges against him*.

We discover the forensic doctor doing medical
exams on the wounded and expressing the nature
and description of the injury, together with an
indication of its cause and the date of its
occurrence, in the public responsibilities he plays
throughout the investigative phase. In addition,
the sort of equipment or object that was used to
make it, the risk of a permanent handicap, the

evaluation of its stability, and its connection to the
attack are all factors that might be considered.

It is the duty of the medical examiner, who
has been deputized to assist at the scene of the
crime, to perform these exams with integrity and
honesty and issue a medical report verifying the
examination’.  Aside from conducting a
postmortem examination of the deceased's body
in criminal investigations and cases involving the
suspicion of foul play or other causes of death, it is
necessary to express technical opinions regarding
accidents and errors, as well as test blood, sperm,
and hair samples to learn about diseases®.

Most likely, the most important purpose of
analyzing the corpse is medical identification,
which will let investigators figure out who the
deceased is, even if that person is already known,
and calculate an estimated period of death from
the throwaway changes. Furthermore, find out the
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reason for death, as well as the condition of the
deceased corpse and whether or not someone moved
it after death so that he can perform an autopsy if the
deceased's condition is the consequence of criminal
activity, regardless of whether the crime was
committed intentionally or not. In addition to the
situation where a dead body is discovered in water, if
a deceased person is found after being burned or
poisoned, an autopsy is considered a necessary
diagnostic matter in the course of a forensic medical
investigation. It also helps to know what type of crime
has occurred, such as a suicide or a natural death
caused by a disease.”
2. Discussion

When a criminal offense is committed,
representatives of the judicial police, the public
prosecutor, and experts are dispatched to the site to
ascertain the crime's specifics, causes, and
circumstances. However, members of the judicial
police, public prosecutor, and judge may encounter
scientific or technological challenges that cannot be
addressed owing to their understanding of
specialized judicial and legal skills within the confines
of their authority and specializations. As a result, the
Jordanian legislature approved the Jordanian Code of
Criminal Procedure No. 9 of 1961 and its subsequent
changes. However, the court and public prosecutor
may seek the assistance of forensic medicine to clarify
what is ambiguous and difficult for the court or public
prosecutor to determine, pursuant to Article 20 of the
same law, which states that if a person dies as a result
of murder or an unknown cause that raises suspicion,
the public prosecutor may seek the assistance of one
or more doctors to organize a report of the causes of
death and the condition of the deceased body.”

Forensic medicine is a branch of medicine
concerned with elucidating issues of interest to the
judiciary, such as examining the corpse to ascertain
the variables that occur after death and the causes
that contributed to its occurrence, as well as
determining the manner and date of death, the tool
used to cause it, and the time period between the
time of death and the date of body disclosure.®
Forensic medicine is of great importance concerning
criminal cases, especially murders, whether at the
primary investigation stage or the trial stage, and it
depends on the forensic medical evidence sometimes
the accused's conviction or acquittal. Opinions
differed in order to determine the legal nature of the
experience. Means of forensic proof and based on

two elements: proof of the occurrence of the crime
and the attribution of this crime to its perpetrator.’
Another aspect went so far as to say thatitis a way to
assess the evidence the judge uses to reach the
veracity, and he cannot use it if he is not satisfied with
him, and we support this opinion.

Forensic medicine searches in murder crimes
for the death and its cause and searches for the type
of material means used to kill through the apparent
examination of the bodies to prove their injuries and
the cause of death, or the forensic medical
examinations of the body if the cause of death is not
known by apparent detection.® The forensic doctor
examines the corpse and the victim's clothes, type
and colour, describes its content, notes any
lacerations or spots of blood or sperm on it, and then
studies the signs of the corpse's changes (cooling,
blood deposition, stiffness, analysis). As for the
internal examination of the corpse, the anatomical
characteristic is considered one of the most
important and accurate works of the results it entails,
and the dissection is according to the following
principles (neck, abdomen, head and chest). The
forensic doctor records his observations about that
corpse. Then he searches for determining the time of
death. For example, if the condition of the corpse is
hot and there is no sedimentation and hardening of
the body, then the time of death is estimated from
one to two hours. But if the corpse has lost its
temperature and the stiffness of the body is noticed,
then the death occurred from 3-8 hours.”

After that, the forensic doctor prepares his
experience report, and the expert report is the
essence of the expert process, as through it the
forensic doctor presents the results of his research
that constitute the necessary technical and scientific
elements that benefit the judge or investigator in
clarifying the truth and allow him to make his
judgments in the light of it. The expert opinion
includes a statement of proof of evidence and a detail
of its elements.’” A proposal from a medical and
scientific point of view of the value it can have in
proof', and an application of the principle of judicial
conviction, the judge shall have the discretionary
power to assess its value as is the case with the rest
of the evidence that the court appreciates after it is
discussed by the litigants and in an oral application
and confrontation In the trial, the court may or may
not be convinced of the forensic doctor's report as it
deems appropriate, according to the conscience
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principle stipulated in Article 174 of the Jordanian
Criminal Procedures Law as long as it is the only
evidence.

In the implementation of this, the Jordanian
Court of Cassation ruled in its Decision No. 46/1978:
that although the trial court's conviction of evidence
is not subject to the control of the Court of Cassation,
this court has the right to monitor it in terms of
whether or not the evidence is legal because this
issue is related to legal applications and not from
realistic matters and to the judge That his conviction
is in the evidence contained in the case without being
bound by a certain way or a certain type of evidence,
and this is what the Jordanian legislator confirmed in
the text of Article 86/2 of the Code of Civil Procedure
that the expert's opinion does not restrict the court.
The judge is free to take evidence when he reassures
his conscience and can be excluded evidence if he is
not satisfied.
3. Conclusion

The criminal investigation is a struggle
between the investigator and the criminal, the first
aims to reach the truth, and the second tries to
obscure it to escape punishment. In its general sense,
the investigation takes all legitimate measures and
means that lead to uncovering the truth. The road
and guides how to walk and search for evidence.
Forensic medicine is a term that consists of two parts:
medicine and law. As for medicine, it is the science
that is concerned with everything related to the
human body, whether alive or dead, and Sharia
means the law that separates disputes between
individuals. Forensic medicine is not limited to writing
medical reports or autopsy; it is a living science in its
own right, the importance of keeping pace with
recent and accelerating developments and advanced
theories in analysis and diagnosis.

The opinion of the forensic doctor does not
restrict the court, and the judge is completely free to
take evidence when he is satisfied with his

conscience. However, evidence can be excluded if he
is not satisfied so that it has become necessary to
design a special curriculum for criminal sciences for
law students in Jordanian universities in a manner
consistent with the legal mentality.
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